
“I prayed for this child, and the LORD has granted me what 
I asked of him. So now I give him to the LORD.  

For his whole life he will be given over to the LORD.” 
1 Samuel 1:27-28 

Dedicating a Child to the Lord 

The practice of dedicating a child to the Lord has its roots 

in the Bible.  In the Old Testament, the Jews were  
commanded to present their firstborn male children to 

God (Exodus 13:2).  The beautiful story of the dedication of 

Samuel by his mother is an example of what it means to 

dedicate a child to God (1 Samuel 1). 

In the New Testament, the parents of Jesus  
presented their son to God in the Temple when Jesus was 

just a child (Luke 2:21-24).  Dedicating a child to God was 

not just an empty tradition.  It symbolized the parents 

giving the child to God, asking God to use the child for His 

purposes.   

Scheduling a Dedication Service 

In order to schedule a dedication, call the church office.  

A date will then be set for you to dedicate your child in a 

Sunday service.  Other parents may also decide to  

dedicate their children on the same occasion.  You are 

welcome to invite family and friends to join you for this 

special occasion.   

What Happens at a Service of Dedication? 
There are essentially two parts to the dedication service 

of a child: 
1. The parent(s) are publicly professing their personal

commitment to follow Christ as Lord and Savior, and

to raise their child to do the same.  A dedication is 
not a baptism, but  rather a promise to God by the 
parents to raise their child to know God and His Son, 
Jesus Christ. 

2. The dedication service involves a prayer of

commitment by the Church to encourage and assist

the parents in the Christian nurturing of the child.

The church commits to be “an extended family”,

offering love and support to the parents and the

child.

What is Required to Dedicate a Child  

at Grace Community Church? 
The parent(s) must be committed Christians and faithful 

members of Grace Community Church.  This is essential 

since the purpose of the dedication is for the parents and 

the church family to work together in the encouragement 

and Christian nurturing of the child.  Couples who are 

cohabitating and are not married are not eligible to have 

their child dedicated.   

The parents should also be aware of the seriousness of 

making a promise or vow to God.  When a person makes a 

vow to God, he must understand that God expects that 

vow to be fulfilled (Numbers 30:2). 
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